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A N N U A L  R E P O R T



M I S S I O N
We work to build an equitable, thriving and resilient urban 

ecosystem in Gowanus — its waterway, urban forest, 
parks and open space — through education, stewardship, 

and advocacy that empower our community.

V I S I O N
An equitable, thriving and resilient urban ecosystem 
in Gowanus that is adapted to the impacts of climate 

change, and people who are empowered to make positive 
environmental change in the neighborhood and city.
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As we approach almost two decades of Gowanus Canal Conservancy, it is a perfect time to reflect on 
our accomplishments as well as the hard work ahead. When we founded the Conservancy in 2006, we 
were driven by the potential we saw in the Canal and the neighborhood. We envisioned a remediated 
environment, reduced combined sewer overflow, and maximized new green space and water access; or 
as we have said for almost two decades: a green, clean, resilient and thriving Gowanus. A place where 
people want to live, work and play.
 
Today we are in the midst of that change with residential and infrastructure construction everywhere. 
It can look and feel chaotic, but as scaffolding comes down and new public spaces open, we are 
experiencing the Canal in ways we have historically never been able to do. These spaces have created 
vistas where one can truly feel close to the water, with greenery on both banks [play]. In addition, both 
commercial and residential buildings are opening to welcome new businesses and homes [work & life]. 

The heart of GCC’s work has always been people. Neighbors, workers, artists, visitors, volunteers, staff 
and Board. Our most deeply rooted value is to get people to engage with the Canal and neighborhood. 
To see its beauty, its ecological meaning, its connectivity, its worth. Not as an area to be avoided or to 
pass through, but a neighborhood to celebrate. 

In 2024 organizational leaders Diana Gruberg and Christine Petro moved on from GCC after long 
tenures that reflect their deep commitments to Gowanus, our partners and our programs. Diana and 
Christine’s lasting impacts on GCC will anchor us into the future, particularly in charting a strategic 
vision for the organization and our work. I’m thrilled to share our updated mission and vision statements 
on the facing page, and to continue to share updates in the year to come.

We look forward to the hard work in the years to come and are excited to continue to steward 
Gowanus. Thank you for being an active part of this process. It is all about people getting involved and 
getting our hands dirty for our community.

Sincerely,

Andrew Simons
Board Chair

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R



2 0 2 4  H I G H L I G H T S

2024 marked a decade for me as Executive Director of Gowanus Canal Conservancy - ten years of 
collaborative planning for and stewardship of this incredibly unique neighborhood. In reflecting, it is 
clearer than ever that this way of working — long term stewardship of both place and people — is 
essential to equitable adaptation of our communities in a changing climate. 2024 was a year of looking 
back on ambitious plans and programs, tracking progress on hard-won commitments, and preparing for 
an influx of new residents and businesses, while prioritizing programs that serve long-term  
community members.

A major highlight of 2024 was traveling to Washington, D.C. to accept the Olmsted Medal at the 
American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) annual conference. Throughout my years learning, 
practicing and teaching landscape architecture, I have always felt that landscape skills and ways of 
thinking needed to be shared more broadly, so that we all can work together to shape a more adaptive, 
equitable, biodiverse and beautiful world. This is why I was immediately hooked 13 years ago when I 
began volunteering with GCC. This small and scrappy organization was opening up that toolbox and 
sharing it with the community to revitalize one of the most environmentally challenged neighborhoods 
in our country. It was incredible to have ASLA recognize the efforts of our grassroots organization this 
fall, and to celebrate that we are looking towards an equitable, thriving and resilient future in Gowanus 
and beyond, because of the thousands of volunteers, students and neighbors we have empowered to 
envision and build that future.

A key part of this vision must be local oversight and sustained funding to support Gowanus. In 
2024, after three years of intensive planning work with the Gowanus Business Improvement District 
Formation Effort Steering Committee, we finalized a proposal for a Gowanus BID that will act as a 
critical backbone for the neighborhood as we grow. The proposal looks to the future: anticipating the 
benefits and challenges of a cleaner, greener and busier neighborhood in a changing climate, and holds 
onto neighborhood character: supporting artists, creative businesses, organizations and the community 
that make Gowanus so unique. We began outreach on the proposal in fall 2024 with a presentation 
at the Gowanus Oversight Task Force meeting. In conversations at that meeting and with neighbors 
throughout the boundary, I continue to be struck by how special the Gowanus community is — at a 
time of national discord, we can continue to collaborate locally to shape the future of the neighborhood.

		
							     
Andrea Parker
Executive Director
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The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 
awarded the 2024 Olmsted Medal to Gowanus Canal 
Conservancy, honoring our leadership in environmental 
stewardship and community engagement. 

“[GCC holds] a truly intersectional approach to their 
work, acting as a bridge between social advocacy 
groups and environmental groups—two lines of work 
that are inextricably linked—to make sure that the 
work happening along the canal benefits as many 
constituents as possible.” 

- Gena Wirth, Design Principal & Partner,  
SCAPE Landscape Architecture DPC

O L M ST E D  M E DA L



A D V O C A C Y

We develop, facilitate and advocate for the design of parks, public spaces and ecosystem 
restoration towards a more equitable and green neighborhood. 

Brownfield Investigation and Remediation: 2024 saw major 
progress towards a cleaner canal and neighborhood. Responsible 
parties finished Canal cleanup north of 3rd Street, the City 
excavated for CSO tanks at the Salt Lot and Head End, the State 
oversaw a neighborhood wide soil vapor intrusion study and 
landowners moved forward with individual site remediations. We 
pushed agencies to provide more comprehensive information on 
remediation and to ensure that human and environmental health is 
protected during cleanups and into the future. 

Open Space: 8,000 square feet of new public space at the 300 
Huntington waterfront esplanade opened this year. Developed 
by Monadnock and designed by SCAPE, it has Gowanus-specific 
features from the Gowanus Lowlands Master Plan, including 2,464 
native plants. Two more esplanades were under construction and 
planted, and will open to the public in 2025.

Restoration: In Spring 2024, we developed comments on the 
Gowanus Canal Draft Natural Resource Damage Assessment Plan 
to push for comprehensive analysis of cleanup impacts on intertidal 
habitat and to integrate restoration into ongoing remediation efforts.

Flood Risk: In October 2024, we partnered with The City Sponge, 
Councilmember Shahana Hanif, Forth on Fourth Avenue and Field 
Form for a community meeting about the impacts of flooding and 
mitigation strategies throughout the watershed.

2024 was a year of significant change across the neighborhood, with construction at multiple scales, 
from new development to capital projects to remediation. GCC worked tirelessly with City, State and 
Federal agencies, community coalitions, neighbors and property owners towards accessible information, 
accountability and investment in the public realm. Through our work on the Gowanus Oversight Task 
Force, we continued to push agencies to follow through on rezoning commitments and to ensure that 
the community has both a voice and information throughout implementation.

300 Huntington Esplanade
Image courtesy of SCAPE

North End construction

Program supported by New York Community Trust, with additional support from The Seed Fund
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I N D U S T R I A L 
B U S I N E S S 

Z O N E

C A R R O L L 
G A R D E N S

P A R K 
S L O P E

THOMAS GREENE PARK

REZONING AREA 
APPROVED DEC 2021

1ST ST TURNING BASIN

HEAD OF CANAL 
CSO Facility, New Park

EXISTING PARKS & PUBLIC SPACE

NEW WATERFRONT ESPLANADE

NEW PARK COMMITMENTS

COMPLETION IN 2024

UPPER CANAL
Phase 1 Dredge and Cap

LOWER CANAL
Phase 3 Dredge and Cap

OLD STONE HOUSE & 
WASHINGTON PARK
Upgrade Facilities And 

Improve Access

5TH ST TURNING BASIN 
Restoration

MIDDLE CANAL
Phase 2 Dredge and Cap

*

*

N

RENOVATIONS FOR  
ALL APARTMENTS

RENOVATIONS AT 
BOERUM PARK

G O W A N U S 
H O U S E S

W Y C K O F F 
G A R D E N S

W A R R E N 
H O U S E S

RENOVATIONS FOR  
ALL APARTMENTS

THOMAS GREENE PARK 
Capital Improvements & 

Temporary Pool

THE SALT LOT
CSO Facility, Open Space, Restoration, 
Water Access, Compost and Nursery

GOWANUS GREEN
New Park

REZONING COMMITMENT

SUPERFUND CLEANUP
TRANSIT PLAZA

New Park

300 HUNTINGTON
New Esplanade

SEWER 
INFRASTRUCTURE

UPGRADES

W H AT S  G O I N G  O N  I N  G O WA N U S ?

Restoration

*



G O W A N U S  B I D  F O R M AT I O N

We are leading the effort to form a Business Improvement District focused on the public 
realm, in concert with community stakeholders and City agency partners.

WINTER 2021

PLANNING OUTREACH LEGISLATION

Form Steering 
Committee

Conduct 
Neighborhood 
Needs Survey

Develop 4 Key Decisions 
and 

Conduct Targeted Outreach

Hold Public Meetings 
and 

Conduct Balloting

Legislative 
Approval

SPRING - SUMMER 2022 FALL 2022 - SPRING 2024

WE ARE HERE

FALL 2024 - FALL 2025 2025-2026

In 2024 the Formation Effort Steering Committee finalized the proposed boundary, services, budget and 
scope for the BID, and began conducting outreach. The proposal needs to earn supportive ballots from 
51% of property owners and commercial tenants in order to form the BID.

The proposed Gowanus BID will:

The Gowanus Business Improvement District Formation Effort is a community-led initiative for a green 
and resilient Gowanus. The proposed Gowanus Business Improvement District (BID) aims to ensure 
the maintenance of the public realm in Gowanus, to guarantee that all community members can enjoy 
emerging parks and public spaces and to reinforce a vibrant live-work neighborhood.

PRIORITIZE LOCAL BUSINESSES & RESIDENTS

ADVOCATE FOR A MORE RESILIENT NEIGHBORHOOD

CREATE THRIVING WATERFRONTS, PARKS & STREETS

Support community-led programming and marketing, such as 
public art, performances, outdoor markets and promotion of local 
businesses, to help keep our unique neighborhood vibrant.

Work together toward investment and government action for flood 
mitigation, stormwater management, remediation, streetscape 
improvements and capital projects, while providing direct support to 
residents, businesses and property owners. 

Provide consistent, expert maintenance of waterfront esplanades and 
supplemental maintenance of parks and streetscapes to foster clean, 
green and accessible open spaces for the entire community.

Signing a Statement of Support in 
Thomas Greene Park.

Program supported by NYC Small Business Services, with additional support from Councilmember Shahana Hanif
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G O W A N U S  B I D  F O R M AT I O N

The proposed Gowanus BID will:

P R O P O S E D  B O U N DA RY  &  S E R V I C E S
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We partnered with the Gowanus Dredgers to install 72 Smooth 
Cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora) plants, along with constructed 
mussel habitats, in the intertidal zone at the end of 2nd Street near 
Sponge Park. We look forward to monitoring for bivalves. 

P U B L I C  S P A C E  M A N A G E M E N T

We provide, support and advocate for sustainable public space maintenance, while also 
providing and supporting culturally responsive, inclusive programming in the public realm. 

The Rain Garden Action In Neighborhoods (RAIN) Coalition is 
a pilot collaboration for stewardship of City-owned rain gardens 
in four priority watersheds - Bronx River, Gowanus Canal, 
Newtown Creek and Flushing Bay. Each of these watersheds has 
an established stewardship organization poised to build capacity 
for local rain garden management, provide local green jobs and 
catalyze a citywide network. Since 2021 the members have tested 
and identified best practices for local rain garden stewardship and 
built capacity for local hiring. With deep community knowledge, 
local non-profit stewardship ensures jobs are sustainable and 
accessible for the communities who need them most. 

Our horticulture work includes caring for gardens along the 
waterfront, streets and at our nursery site, and providing plants, 
tools and support to stewards of tree beds, public housing 
campuses, parks and community gardens in Gowanus. This work 
helps to reduce combined sewer overflow and urban heat island 
impacts, while fostering green spaces for neighbors to enjoy.  

G R E E N  S P A C E S P U B L I C  S PAC E 
M A N AG E M E N T 

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S

7,091 P L A N TS 
D ISTR IBUTED FROM 

THE LOWLANDS 
NURSERY

70 S P EC I E S 
OF SEED SOWN

OF PLANTS D ISTR IBUTED 
WERE D ISCOUNTED, 

DONATED OR PLANTED IN 
GOWANUS

46%

1 , 1 7 2  P L A N T S 
PLANTED IN GOWANUS IN 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE , 
TREE BEDS ,  PARKS AND 

NYCHA CAMPUSES

Landscape Director Diana Gruberg installs Smooth Cordgrass. 
Photo by Nicole Vergalla for the Gowanus Dredgers

Program supported by Councilmember Shahana Hanif, Hudson River Foundation and New York Community Trust

M A N AG E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T : 
S A LT  M A R S H  I N STA L L AT I O N
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N U R S E R Y

The Lowlands Nursery specializes in native species and expands 
availability of local ecotype plants, celebrating the ecosystem 
while educating and engaging the community in environmental 
stewardship. As a mission-driven native plant nursery, we focus 
on what’s most sustainable to people and the environment. We 
distribute plants to individuals, parks, civic institutions, schools and 
landscape designers while providing plants for Gowanus public 
spaces and engaging students and volunteers directly in plant care. 
In 2024 we grew 3,028 plants from seed at the Lowlands Nursery 
from 70 different species of seed. While nearly half of our plants are 
grown from seed each year, we have historically made do with very 
minimal infrastructure. Because of this, we are thrilled to have begun 
constructing a greenhouse to expand our ability to grow quality 
plants from seed in Gowanus.

The Lowlands Nursery is the site of much of our community and 
educational programming, including volunteer events and K-12 
field trips. Each cohort of Gowanus Green Team, our paid youth 
apprenticeship program, becomes well-versed in environmental 
stewardship and plant care at the Lowlands Nursery. 

The Lowlands Nursery at the 9th St Bridge. Photo by Gabriele Holtermann

“In an urban setting 
it’s often hard to feel a 
connection to nature, but 
thanks to the Lowlands 
Nursery, my rooftop 
garden is buzzing with 
life all summer. It’s a 
wonderful place to 
educate and inspire my 
friends and family. I’m 
very grateful to have 
access to a wide selection 
of quality native plants 
right here in Brooklyn. ” 

- Customer,  
Lowlands Nursery



V O L U N T E E R  S T E W A R D S H I P
We empower neighborhood stakeholders in stewardship of their local landscapes through 
ongoing, in-person stewardship events and opportunities. 

Volunteers combine greens and browns to build a windrow.

GCC relies on compost as a 
component of our nursery 
potting mix and an amendment 
to tree beds and gardens. After 
city budget cuts defunded 
community composting, we 
pivoted to composting our green 
waste at the Lowlands Nursery 
with volunteer support to build 
windrows. We look forward to 
continued collaboration with 
Big Reuse once the Salt Lot 
compost facility re-opens  
in 2025.
  

ST E WA R D S H I P  H I G H L I G H T :  CO M P O ST  AT  T H E  N U R S E RY

Volunteers pot up plants at the Lowlands Nursery.

Our Nursery Volunteer Program 
engages returning volunteers 
in stewardship through 
propagation, plant care and soil 
mixing at the Lowlands Nursery. 
This year nursery volunteers 
completed over 600 hours, 
helping us sow 70 different 
species of genetically-diverse 
local-ecotype seed and distribute 
over 7,000 plants. We are 
grateful to our volunteers who 
brave weather conditions to get 
their hands dirty each week!

N U R S E R Y  V O L U N T E E R S

Program supported by Councilmember Shahana Hanif and New York Community Trust
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A&O SHEARMAN
COOKFOX ARCHITECTS
HALMAR INTERNAT IONAL
LANGAN ENGINEER ING
MCKINSEY & COMPANY
MIDWOOD INVESTMENT & 	
	 DEVELOPMENT
TURNER CONSTRUCT ION
WOMEN BUILDERS COUNCIL 
V IOLETTE FR

T R E E  S T E W A R D S H I P

1 , 5 1 0  H O U R S
VOLUNTEERED

5 8 5  T O T A L
VOLUNTEERS

V O L U N T E E R 
P R O G R A M  B Y 

T H E  N U M B E R S

2 4 5  T R E E S  
STEWARDEDGCC volunteers care for tree beds throughout the neighborhood 

by removing trash, pruning branches, removing invasive plants and 
planting tulip and daffodil bulbs. In 2024 GCC also worked with 
property owners to mitigate construction impacts on street trees, 
including rescuing and re-installing tree guards. 

Tree care in Thomas Greene Park during City of Forest Day.

2 0 2 4  C O R P O R A T E 
V O L U N T E E R S

“GCC has been a second home for me since 2019! The 
team, fellow volunteers, and work have all added so much 
to my life and neighborhood. I’ll always remember a tree 
I’ve helped to steward or prune and the friendships I’ve 
made along the way. ” 
 
- Clare Biging, GCC Volunteer



Y O U T H  P R O G R A M S
We hire, train and inspire BIPOC youth, especially those living in public housing in Gowanus 
and low-income neighborhoods in Brooklyn, to lead change in the environmental sector and 
their own communities. 

Gowanus Green Team is a paid apprenticeship for youth to explore 
environmental careers. Cohort members learn skills that support 
urban climate resilience, including horticulture, urban forestry and 
green infrastructure. During July and August, youth gain experience 
in stewardship, conservation and environmental justice as they 
explored NYC’s green and blue spaces. Since 2017, 53 youth have 
completed the program, and alumni receive support with college and 
job applications. In the fall of 2024, stewardship interns completed 
tasks such as seed sowing, bulb planting, composting and green 
infrastructure maintenance. 

1,263 P L A N TS PROPAGATED 
1 2 0  P L A N T S  PLANTED

100 ST R E E T  T R E E S  PRUNED 
11  GA R D E N S  MAINTA INED

1 3  A P P R E N T I C E S 
2  S E N I O R  A P P R E N T I C E S

1  C R E W  L E A D E R
A N D  5  I N T E R N S

YOUTH PART IC IPANTS 
INTERESTED IN  A  G R E E N 

D EG R E E/C A R E E R
AFTER PROGRAM

Green Team Apprentices Kaily and James plant tree beds in front 
of GCC’s office on 3rd St.

95%

Y O U T H
P R O G R A M S  B Y 
T H E  N U M B E R S

G O WA N U S  G R E E N  T E A M

Program supported by National Grid and Pinkerton Foundation, with additional support from M&T Charitable Foundation and City Gardens Club of NYC



2 0 2 4  G R E E N  T E A M  A C T I V I T I E S

In 2024, apprentices stewarded various green spaces, including GCC’s Lowlands Nursery, rain gardens, 
and garden plots within Gowanus Houses. They increased focus on NYC’s urban forest through street 
tree care and completion of the Citizen Pruner course, caring for 100 street trees in the watershed. 
Apprentices learned about food justice through Gowanus Community Supported Agriculture Mutual 
Aid and visiting Red Hook Farms youth farmers, distributing fresh produce to NYCHA residents and 
harvesting vegetables in Red Hook. GCC welcomed Prospect Park and TreesNY youth crews to learn 
about stewardship. Finally, Apprentices gained professional development through a BIPOC-career panel 
hosted by GCC, toured Brooklyn College’s Urban Sustainability Program, implemented a native plant 
garden plan, and taught marine science to the general public for City of Water Day.

2024 Green Team cohort with Youth Senior Program Manager Aurelia Casey and Crew Leader Rosemarie Polanco.

Green Team Apprentice Sigrid learns tree pruning  
with TreesNY.

“My time at Green Team opened my eyes 
to the variety of environmental issues that 
impact the neighborhoods around me 
and helped educate me and others on 
solutions for a greener future. I’m more 
environmentally conscious and aim to 
make every choice a sustainable one.” 

- Janiya,  
Senior Apprentice 2024 and  
Apprentice 2023
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Program supported by Con Edison, The Dorr Foundation, Hudson River Foundation, and NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

K - 1 2  E D U C A T I O N

U R B A N  E C O LO G Y

We equip K-12 students with place-based science, ecology and design skills and knowledge 
so that they can be advocates and stewards for the local environment.

1,038 K-12 ST U D E N TS 
ENGAGED IN PLACE-BASED  

ENV IRONMENTAL EDUCAT ION

O F S C H O O L S S E RV E D 
ARE T ITLE  1

Students practice being urban ecologists on field trips to the Lowlands Nursery, as they explore the 
area’s past and present plants and wildlife. In 2024, 396 K-5 students came on Urban Ecology field 
trips and 12 teachers joined us for a workshop to build Gowanus urban ecology into their classroom 
curriculum. Notable ecological finds included American eel elvers, an Atlantic tomcod and a nest of 
crows. 137 students in grades 3-5 participated in Green Infrastructure walking tours during the spring 
and fall through the neighborhood. 

P.S. 44 students observe birds and wildlife along the Canal with Education Program Senior Manager Jen Kepler. 

64%
E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

12 T E AC H E R S
TRA INED IN ENV IRONMENTAL 

EDUCAT ION WORKSHOP 
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GCC and the Gowanus 
Dredgers have surveyed nearly 
10,000 Atlantic ribbed mussels 
living in the Canal, indicating 
potentially hundreds of 
thousands more. Habitat is being 
displaced by new steel bulkheads 
required by the Superfund 
cleanup. Since 2021, GCC and 
the Dredgers have been working 
with students from Brooklyn 
Collaborative Studies to develop 
and test constructed habitat that 
can hang off of steel bulkheads, 
supporting design and advocacy 
toward large-scale Canal 
restoration.

C O M M U N I T Y  S C I E N C E

CO M M U N I T Y  S C I E N C E  H I G H L I G H T :  M U S S E L  H A B I TAT

Pace High School students learn about filtration differences between 
oysters and mussels.

“[The Mussel Habitat Project] let me be creative while also 
applying what I learned in a hands-on way.  Also it was fun 
seeing all the other models my classmates were making.”  

- Student Participant, Brooklyn Collaborative Studies

In 2024, 352 students 
participated in water quality 
testing field trips, during which 
they analyzed enterococcus 
data, an indicator of how much 
combined sewer overflow 
(CSO) was discharged after a 
rainstorm. They added their 
results to a public database and 
learned how community-based 
solutions for clean water, such 
as green infrastructure and 
mussel habitat, can reduce CSO 
that pollutes our waterways. 
Through field trips, students 
practiced being community 
scientists with a goal to improve 
waterway health. 

BCS students presented their research findings & habitat designs in June.



G O W A N U S  B LO O M S
GCC hosted our 2024 Spring Benefit at Finback Brewery with emcee Jordan Carlos. Guests enjoyed 
bites, craft beers and spirits, danced to a set by DJ Stretch Armstrong, and raised a glass to three 
neighborhood stewards for their work to build a more resilient, accessible and biodiverse Gowanus. 

Monadnock Development, for 
their longstanding commitment 
to the Gowanus neighborhood 
and the opening of the first 
waterfront esplanade designed in 
partnership with the community.

HONOREES 

Honoree photos by SCAPE & Jeremy Amar/AMAR Productions, event photos by Francis J. Montoya

Natasia Sidarta, for her 
11 years of work at GCC, 
engaging volunteers in hands-on 
stewardship along the Gowanus 
waterfront and throughout the 
neighborhood.

Marcos Díaz González, for 
his service as GCC Board Chair 
from 2021 – 2023, guiding the 
organization through critical 
advocacy for waterfront public 
space in the Gowanus Rezoning.
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LOWLANDS 
$20,000
Monadnock Development
STV 
Tavros/Charney 
 
GOWANUS BLUE 
$10,000 
Gowanus Green Partners 
Katten Muchin Rosenman 
Ted & Anne Wolff

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
$5,000 
98 Fourth Street Development

Group LLC
Anbau Enterprises
Con Edison
emphas!s design 
Langan Engineering, D.P.C.
Midwood Investment &
     Development 
National Grid
Roux
SCAPE Landscape Architecture
Tankhouse 
The Domain Companies
Heidi Dolnick
Bill Dudine & Rosanne Pugliese
Abe Naparstek & Anne Le Guern
Wendy & Richard Story
Jessica Tallman
Allison Thrush & Art Chang

CLEAN & GREEN 
$2,500
All New York Title Agency, Inc.
BJH Advisors LLC
Brown & Caldwell
CBRE
GBX - Gowanus Bay Terminal

Hirschen Singer & Epstein LLP
Jones Lang LaSalle
LaBella Associates, D.P.C.
Powerhouse Arts
Nancy Belkov & Jeff Parker
David Belt
Richard & Diane Greene
Virginia McEnerney & 
     John Schreiber
Lisa Melmed & Steve Cohen 

URBAN ECOLOGY 
$1,500
365 Bond Street, LLC
ALAO Design
Fogarty Finger
Future Green Studio
Industrial Carting
James Lima Planning +
     Development
Mother Industries
National Equity Fund
The Old American Can Factory
Kate Blumm
Mara Isabella & Chandler Booth

HOST COMMITTEE 
Winfield Clifford
Jessica Dalrymple
Richard Greene
Jodi & Stephen Leone
Aya Maceda
Tom McMahon
Abe Naparstek
Joanne Nerenberg
Andrew Simons
Andy Schocken &
      Jennifer Grausman
Wendy & Richard Story
Gena Wirth
Lauren Young & Jonathan Lonner

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS!
Marcos Díaz González &  
     Madeley Rodriguez
Joanne Nerenberg &  
     Aaron Naparstek 
Eliza Rossman
Sarah Saint-Amand
Andy Schocken & 
     Jennifer Grausman
Lauren Young & Jonathan Lonner



     
  

S U P P O R T E R S
INDIVIDUALS 5,000+
SJ Avery 
Michelle Curb 
Heidi Dolnick 
Richard & Diane Greene  
Melissa & David Guion 
Steve Jacobs 
Lisa Melmed & Steven Cohen 
Lisa Shufro 
Wendy & Richard Story 
Allison Thrush & Art Chang

INDIVIDUALS 1,000+
Nancy Belkov & Jeff Parker
Susan Bernfield
Winfield Clifford & Amanda Sims 
Kennedy & John Cogan 
Lisa Cohen 
Robert Corroon 
Anthony Crowell
Susannah Drake & 
     Montgomery Cleworth 
Ron & Danielle Faris 
Grace Freedman
William Friedman
Rose Gasner & Larry Chertoff
Peter Haas  
Laura Hansen 
John Dozier Hasty 
Jill Herzig & Robert Fabricant 
Kenneth Lake  
Max Lawler
Virginia McEnerney & 
     John Schreiber 
Tom McMahon  
Claiborne & Benjamin Milde 
Joanne Nerenberg &  
     Aaron Naparstek
Victor Peralta & Ingrid Felix-Peralta
Rosanne Pugliese & Bill Dudine  
Mia Risher  
David Rohde 

Jevon Roush & Grier Coleman
Viviana Sanchez 
Alison Sant
Steven Schall  
Patrick Schnell
Thomas Simons   
Mimi & Richard Somerby 
Jay Walder & Susan 
     Cummings-Walder 
Michael Ward & Neysa Pranger  
David Yudelson 

INDIVIDUALS 500+
Melissa Benson
Alexandra Bowie & Daniel Richman
Dominique Bravo & Eric Sloan
Gwenn Cagan
Pamela Collins  
David Crofton & Dawn Casale
Marcia Ely 
Jordan Estes
Deborah Flynn
Nicole Gagnon  
Christopher Griffin
Deborah Juantorena
Faizal Karmali & Anisa Javeri 
David Kohler
Venetia Lannon 
Josh Lapidus
Bob Lesko
Mark Lessard 
Benjamin Malinsky
Benjamin Margolis
Diane Max 
Antonio Molestina
Leila Mougoui Bakhtiari
Sharon Nelles & Scott Sager 
Noreen O’Loughlin 
Mark Phillips 
Christopher Rizzo
Katherine Savoca
Katie Schwab

Robin Shanus & Stephen Merkel  
Bruce & Sarah Shriver
Lavinia Simons
Karen Tayeh
Lucia Vail 
Craig & Jessica Wilson
Gena Wirth
   
INDIVIDUALS 250+
Lucha Alforque
Betsy Apple 
Karen Backus
Jerome Barth
Amy Biegelsen
Alexander Borisoff
David Burney
Jessica Dalrymple
Simon David
Alexa Eccles & Brendan Eccles
Wendy Feuer 
Lisa Goldfarb & Jack Dehovitz 
Jess Gorman 
Chris Heitmann
Richard Jenkins 
Lynn Kelly
Louise Matthews
Lindsay & Emmett McCann 
Julia Navarro
Michael O’Loughlin
Eron & Kamila Otcasek
Justin Schein & Eden Wurmfeld 
Brittiny Sessions
Mark Shames
Matt & Jacqui Toback 
Anne Townsend

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Arcadis
Assemblage Landscape Architecture
Baxt Ingui Architecture
Bond MM LLC
Con Edison
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andrew Simons, Chair 
Marcos Díaz González, Vice-Chair
Allison Thrush, Treasurer
Lisa Melmed, Secretary
Kate Blumm  
Winfield Clifford
Heidi Dolnick
Bill Dudine
Natasha Farquharson* 
Richard Greene 
Steve Jacobs
Richard Kampf
Jon Klein*
Aya Maceda
Virginia McEnerney
Leila Mougoui Bakhtiari 
Abe Naparstek
Gerald Nicholls* 
Jessica Tallman
Craig Wilson
Ted Wolff
John C. Muir, Emeritus
*Joined in 2025 

Cub Craft
Factor Group
Field Form
Geto & de Milly, Inc.
Halmar International
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
McKinsey & Company
National Grid
Netflix
Pace Analytical Services, LLC
Rosenberg & Estis, P.C.
Sixpoint Brewery
Threes Brewing
Tri-Lox
Turner Construction 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
CGJN Fund
Chrysanta Foundation
Essex Avenue Foundation
Henry L. & Grace Doherty Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Hudson River Foundation
Hyde & Watson Foundation

EARNED INCOME

5.4%GOVERNMENT

23.2% INDIVIDUAL

9.6%

BOARD

10.1%

FOUNDATION

34.1%

CORPORATE

17.7%

FISCAL YEAR 2024 REVENUE

Leibowitz & Greenway Foundation
Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Little Family Giving Fund
New York Community Trust
NYC Green Fund
Poses Family Foundation
South Brooklyn Running Club
The City Gardens Club of NYC
The Dorr Foundation
The M&T Charitable Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
The Pinkerton Foundation
The Seed Fund
Tiger Baron Foundation
van Beuren Charitable Foundation 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
City Councilmember  
     Shahana Hanif
NYC Dept of Small  
     Business Services 
NYC Dept of Youth & 
     Community Development
NYS Dept of  
     Environmental Conservation



 

P E O P L E  &  P A R T N E R S
STAFF
Andrea Parker, 
     Executive Director
Emily Bell 
Aurelia Casey 
Dan Friel 
Reggie Germain 
Taylor K. Gesner  
Diana Gruberg
Jen Kepler
Cameron King
Rachel Miller
Christine Petro
Marisa Prefer*
Bella Radka Nigro 
Galina Seldina 
Stephanie Stockbridge 
Krysten Watson
Joanne Zhao
*Joined in 2025 

INTERNS 
Violet Axford  
Nicholas Borja  
Sara Bachmeier-Flores 
Soefi Eusebio 

Conner Hall
Echo Mintz 
Jade Murphy  
Gregory Sanchez 
Kaily Sanchez Cruz 
Corina Senior-Egana 
 
GREEN TEAM
Rosemarie Polanco
Janiya McLean
Analy Perez

Sam Ahmed
Izzah Amir
Linda Chan
Senmi Chang-Liang
Sigrid Dolan
Catherine Dong
Jonathan Hernandez-    
     Vazquez
Gabriel Jean
Chloe Lin
James Posadas-Flores
JD Richardson
Kaily Sanchez-Cruz
Jacob Yee 

VOLUNTEERS
Wendy Andringa
Sam Asher
Alise Au
Abigail Bedrick 
Ms. Valerie Bell
Grady Belt
Clare Biging
Beau Bouie 
Joe Ann Brown
Deanna Butler
Delphine Campbell
Mikhail Charopka
Ann Chen
Anthony Corea
Victor Costa
Hazel Court
Uriah Crane
Doug Cubberley
Daniel Davis 
Ms. Theresa Davis
Cory Etzkorn
Kiera Feldman
Daniel Fethke 
Ms. Flo
Cecelia Foley 
Eshun Franklin
Carly Hampel
Zoe Herman
August Houser
Lucy Imhoff
Caleigh Ingram
Devonta Jeremiah
Douglas Kopsco
Jessica Kopsic
Reuben Kreps
Amanda LaShell
Bob Lesko
Ken Litton
Audrey Logan
Allegra Lovejoy
Rasmus Lowenbraat
Meaghan Lynch 
Ms. Willa Mac
Javonte Marcial
Catherin Marmolejo

Kellie Marty
Olivia Matise
George McCracken
Antoine Mckee
Cate Meersman
Carter Michaels
Janesse Moore
Joshua Moore
Teddy Morris-Knower
David Niles
Clare Nolan
Priya Pai
Eli Panken
Brenda Parkerson
Holden Pawlak
Alex Pehling
Jenny Poole
Goby Prather
Tanisha Prince
Matilda Sakamoto
Kyleen Sanchez
Veronica Sargent
Lisa Shufro
Morgan Skelton
David Smucker
Megan Steenrod
Josie Thiele
Elena Tinschert
Annaliese Tucci
Elizabeth Waldram
Risa Ward
Elliot Wareham
Trina Whiteside 

PARTNERS 
350 Brooklyn 
572/574 Warren St  
     Tenants Association 
Artichoke Dance 
Arts Gowanus 
ASLA Student Chapter 	
     at the Spitzer School  
     of Architecture 
ASLA-NY 
Big Reuse 
Billion Oyster Project 

I N  M E M O R I A M
Nancy Feinreider was our long time 
pro-bono lawyer and a Board member. 
Nancy was able to respond to every thorny 
contract or last minute interagency request 
with grace, grit and genuine excitement.  
We will very much miss her thoughtful 
guidance and enthusiasm for the work.

Brett Wallace was a Board member 
who began our Clean & Green volunteer 
program in 2010.  His vision for urban 
ecological stewardship has shaped GCC’s 
programs. Brett’s legacy continues through 
the hundreds of volunteers that continue 
to steward Gowanus.



 

Bronx River Alliance
Brooklyn Bird Club
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
City Growers 
Dr. Sarah Durand 
Field Form 
Fifth Avenue Committee 
Fort Greene Park Conservancy 
Forth on Fourth Avenue 
Friends of Thomas Greene Park 
Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club 
Gowanus Houses Gardening 
Green City Force 
Green-Wood Cemetery  
Greenbelt Native Plant Center 
Greenspace on Fourth 
Guardians of Flushing Bay 
Heartshare 
High Line Network 
Hudson River Park Trust 
Natural Areas Conservancy 
New Yorkers for Parks 
Newtown Creek Alliance 
NYC Urban Field Station 
Park Slope Civic Council 
Park Slope Fifth Avenue BID 
Powerhouse Arts 
Prospect Park Alliance 
Red Hook Farms 
Red Hook Initiative 
Riverkeeper 
SCAPE Landscape Architecture 
SBIDC      
Spoke The Hub 
The City Sponge 
The HOPE Program 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Old Stone House & 
     Washington Park 
Town Square Consulting 
TreePEP 
Trees New York 
Waterfront Alliance 
Wyckoff Gardens 
     Community Center 

Wyckoff Gardens 
     Resident Association 
Van Alen Institute

COALITIONS
Forest for All NYC
Gowanus BID Steering Committee
Gowanus Neighborhood
     Coalition for Justice
Gowanus Oversight Task Force
Gowanus Superfund Community  
     Advisory Group
Parks and Open Space Partners
Play Fair Coalition
RAIN Coalition
Rise to Resilience
SWIM Coalition
 
K-12 SCHOOLS
Berkeley Carroll School
Brooklyn Collaborative Studies
Brooklyn Heights Montessori
Brooklyn Technical High School 
Brooklyn Urban Garden School
Brownsville Ascend Charter School
Compass Charter School
Community High School
George Westinghouse CTE 
     High School
Khalil Gibran International
     Academy
International School of Brooklyn
Lyons Community School
Millenium Brooklyn 
High School
MS 358
Pace High School
Packer Collegiate Institute
P.S. 9
P.S. 15
P.S. 32
P.S. 44
P.S./I.S. 104
P.S. 133
PS 206
P.S. 295

P.S. 321
P.S. 372
P.S. 376
Sunset Park High School
The Boerum Hill School 
     for International Studies
The Brooklyn New School

UNIVERSITY PARTNERS
Brooklyn College Urban
     Sustainability Dept 
Columbia University
Cornell University
New York University
NYU Tandon School of Engineering
Pratt Institute 
University of Pennsylvania
The City College of New York

ELECTED OFFICIALS
City Councilmember 

Shahana Hanif
NYS Assemblymember 

Jo Anne Simon 
NYS Senator Andrew Gounardes 
US Congressperson Dan Goldman 

AGENCY PARTNERS 
Brooklyn Community Board 6 
NYC Dept of City Planning 
NYC Dept of Education
NYC Dept of Environmental Protection 
NYC Dept of Parks and Recreation 
NYC Dept of Transportation 
NYC Dept of Youth and
     Community Development
NYC Housing Authority 
NYC Schools Office 
     of Sustainability 
NYS Dept of 
     Environmental Conservation 
US Environmental
     Protection Agency
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www.gowanuscanalconservancy.org

248 THIRD ST.
BROOKLYN, NY 11215
TEL: 718.541.4378


